DEBTS   AND   SETTLEMENTS
should attempt to find a formula outside the confines of the
Commission itsel£
mr. macdonald : * Can the honourable and gallant
member refer me to any suggestions that were made that
France and England should alone come to this agreement—
should alone undertake these discussions and come to this
agreement? '
captain eden : " I think it is so. The original Draft Con-
vention was submitted by England alone, and the other Draft
Convention was submitted in opposition by France alone. If,
therefore, agreement was to be the outcome not within the
confines of the Commission, it could only be between
England and France, the only two countries who had sub-
mitted Draft Conventions.'
MacDonald tried to corner this excessively well-informed
young Tory by asking him whether any attempt was made
at Geneva to come to an agreement with America in the
same way. But Eden was not to be led astray. Having
established his point of fact there came the question: Were
we right in trying to find a measure of agreement ;with the
French Government ? Undoubtedly we were. * We therefore
reach this point that it was right to try and reach agreement
but that the terms we achieved were unsatisfactory.' Ad-
mittedly we did not get all we asked for. There was, for
instance, no agreement on the original proposals put forward
by this country which divided armaments into nine categories
and limited each. * That was the policy we desired, the right
honourable member for Carnarvon Boroughs [Mr. Lloyd
George] never seems to have heard of it.' But it was not a
question of comparing what we wanted with what we got,
but whether the limitation embodied in the Agreement was
an improvement on the conditions of affairs which existed
before. That was the only true comparison, and in it America
was offered * a measure of departure * from the terms she
had originally rejected. Thus the Agreement was something
which might reasonably form the basis of future discussion.
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